
TFLA Executive Board 

Buffy Brummett 

Perla DeCastro-Herz 

Marie Douglass 

Gregg Juarez 

Sandra Miller 

Karla Garza 

Susan Dworaczyk 

Nella Spurlin 

Lauren Snead 

Adrian Kasbergen 

MayDell Jenks   

 

In This Issue 

 Letter from the     

President 

 Recap of the TFLA 

Fall Conference 

 Call for Journal   

Manuscripts 

 Call for  Conference 

Proposals 

Laura Sexton, Amy Lenord, Jody Klopp, and Buffy Brummett enjoy the TFLA conference. 

Letter from the Editor 
Recently, I accepted the position as your new TFLA Journal 

Editor. As a former Spanish teacher in Cy-Fair ISD, I am    

excited to return to my passion of foreign language education.  

My hope is that this newsletter keeps you informed and      

excited about what TFLA is doing for foreign language.     

Currently, we are inviting manuscript submissions for the new 

TFLA Journal. You can find additional details in this edition. I 

have no doubt that amazing things are happening in your 

classroom. We look forward to hearing of your stories, of your 

passions, and of your valuable contributions to today’s       

students. Through this newsletter and the Journal I look      

forward to being part of your story, too.  

            Lauren Snead, Ed.D.   
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Fall 2016 Conference 
The TFLA 2016 Fall Conference was a huge success.  Educators from all over 

Texas truly did Connect, Engage, and Inspire. With 101 sessions, a textbook 

adoption program, and the New Teacher Academy, there were learning           

experiences for every educator.  

Keeping it Real by Keeping it in L2 
Friday’s Opening Plenary Session had every participant laughing with John De 

Mado. He reminded TFLA of the importance of using the target language, while 

also reminding everyone to have a little fun.  

Congratulations to TFLA Teachers of the Year 
Congratulations to the following  educators for their important  contributions to 

foreign language education.  

 Shelly McCormick-Lane, Latin Teacher of the Year 

 Yoshiko Gaines, Japanese Teacher of the Year 

 Connie Soong, Chinese Teacher of the Year & Texas Teacher of the Year 

 Julie Lesher, German Teacher of the Year 

 Stephanie Williams, Spanish Teacher of the Year 

 Kristin Ingram, New Teacher of the Year 

 Claude Boutin, Friend of the Profession 

 Hajime Kumahata, Honorary Member  

 David Timms, Honorary Member 

 Jane Shea & Greg Shields, Best of Texas Winners 

 Jessica Batista, Santillana Educator Scholarship/Rosemary Patterson Grant 

 

 

The TFLA Teachers of the Year celebrate their accomplishments at the Fall Confer-



David Timms, Honorary TFLA Member 
David Timms (pictured top right on previous page) was named Honorary Member of TFLA at the 2016 
Annual Fall Conference. David served TFLA as its Journal Editor for many years and was an important 
member of the Houston area French education community. David was an active member in the      
Houston area chapter of the American Association of Teachers of French as well as a long-time    
member of TFLA and the Alliance Française de Houston . 

David, a transplanted Englishman, and his wife, Sara, came to the Houston area in 1988 from Rhode 
Island to help start The John Cooper School, an independent Pre-K to grade 12 school in The      
Woodlands. David and Sara wanted to “see a school grow from the start.” David Timms was a founding 
faculty member of The John Cooper School and served as its first World Language department     
chairperson until his retirement in 2009. As department chairperson, David was responsible for setting 
up the Pre-K to grade 12 language program where French, Spanish and Latin were taught. At The John 
Cooper School, David was known for his lively classes, his sense of humor and his costume wardrobe 
which would come to life when students participated in skits to increase their enthusiasm to learn a new 
language.   

Since his retirement from teaching, David has remained active in the French community. However, he 
also finds time to travel the world, spending much of his time in South America. 

The Texas Foreign Language Association appreciates the energy, professionalism and guidance that 
David Timms gave to the Journal for so many years. 

 

Hajime Kumahata, Honorary Member Award Winner 

Jim Kumahata (pictured bottom right on previous page) began his teaching career in 1990 at Baylor 
University. While teaching at Baylor, his research interest focused in the area of language learning and 
technology. In 2002, he moved to Rice University as the Language Technology Consultant at the    
Center for the Study of Languages to assist with their hybrid language acquisition courses. He resumed 
teaching Japanese at the University of St. Thomas in 2007, where he teaches as a visiting assistant 
professor. As a member of the language education community he has served as the president for the 
South Central Association for Language Learning Technology from 2007-2009.  He received the Robert 
Henderson Award in 2007 by the International Association for Language Learning Technology, and 
served as the Director of Technology for the Texas Foreign Language Association. His current interests 
include delivery of mobile content, augmented reality, and computer mediated communications. 

The Texas Foreign Language Association thanks Hajime for his long-time service and dedication, 
which he so graciously gave to the Organization.  

 



Claude Boutin, Friend of the Profession 
Claude Boutin was named Friend of the Profession of TFLA at the 2016 Annual 
Fall Conference. Claude was born in the Loire Valley (France) and then moved to 
Vietnam where he met his wife. In the early 1990s, Claude came to Houston, 
Texas to become the Education Director at the Alliance Française de Houston. It 
would not be long before Claude made his mark on the Houston French        
community, serving as a liaison between the Alliance Française and the       
American Association of Teachers of French. Claude went on to serve AATF as 
their Vice President and President. In the early 1990s, Claude founded and then     
coordinated the Destination France conversation course for Houston area       
students, which sent its top students to France on a three-week scholarship to 
stay with a French family. 

After leaving the Alliance Française, Claude became a French teacher at Fort 
Bend Baptist Academy (now Fort Bend Christian Academy) in Sugar Land,    
Texas. He remained a beloved faculty member until his sudden passing in       
October 2016. 

To further student interest in France, Claude was instrumental in the                
development and coordination of student exchange trips between France and the 
U.S. Claude worked tirelessly to find host families in both countries, having     
created cultural exchanges for over a thousand students during his many years 
working with the ORCA exchange program and the Texas French Symposium.  
Claude also served as a long-time judge for the annual Texas French            
Symposium.  

Claude is remembered by everyone he knew as a helpful, kind, caring,          
compassionate individual who always went above and beyond to let students and 
colleagues alike know that they were important to him. Claude’s other passion 
was to teach not only the French language, but to teach what it is like to be 
French. Claude said that he loved America and that he loved France equally.   

The Texas Foreign Language Association recognized Claude as an invaluable 
member of the French community who enriched the life of everyone he knew. 



Call for Journal Manuscripts 
TFLA welcomes a variety of articles related to foreign language and second language ac-

quisition. The audience of the TFLA Journal includes educators and administrators of all 

levels of foreign language education. Consider submitting your article related to foreign 

language teaching strategies or research in foreign language. Membership is not required 

for submission.  

The following manuscript requirements should be followed for article submissions:  

 Formatting Guidelines - Submissions must adhere to APA 6
th
 edition guidelines. 

 Photographs - Send photographs as separate files.  

 Language - Articles should be written in English, but may include examples, words, 

and short statements written in other languages. Please include the English translation 

for these words.  

 Length – Article length is limited to 5,000 words.  

 Publication – The submission must not be published, in press, or under review any-

where else.   

 Submission - Please submit articles electronically to publications@tfla.info 

Please submit articles by March 1 for the Spring edition Journal. Any questions 

should be directed to the TFLA Journal Editor.  

 

Marie Douglass, Tina Dong, and  Eva Guardiola 

http://apastyle.org/
mailto:publications@tfla.info


Contact the 

publisher  

publications@tfla.info 

Follow TFLA 

www.tfla.info 

Find us on Facebook  

Twitter: @TFLAtweets  

Letter from the President 
Welcome to Texas Foreign Language Association! It’s a great honor to be 
the TFLA president for 2016–2017, and I am looking forward to a great year! 

Our Texas Foreign Language Association Conference and region-
al workshops will provide professional development and enrichment for Tex-
as World Languages teachers. 
 
We are already planning the 2017 fall conference, which will be held in Ar-
lington on October 12-14. The theme is “Get Ready, Set, Go.” Teachers will 
have the opportunity to deepen their understanding of  teacher effectiveness 
and student learning by implementing the three modes of communication, 
IPA’s, I Can statements, Technology and so much more! Proficiency is our 
goal! 
  
The Texas Foreign Language Conference association will provide enriching 
professional development opportunities for your teachers and schools with 
your students always in mind. 
  
Sincerely,  
Perla DeCastro-Herz 

 

Call for Fall Conference Proposals 
It’s that time of the year again. We are gearing up for the Fall TFLA conference and are looking for 

you! Do you have a great idea to share to our TFLA members? Consider submitting a proposal to 

present at the TFLA Fall Conference. Call for proposals can be found at www.tfla.info.Deadline is 

April 15.  

Spring Workshops 

All members in the San Angelo (Region 15) area are invited to attend a professional development 

presented by Karla O’Donald on February 24th from 9:00 AM to 4:15 pm. Cost to TFLA members is 

$50. TFLA members outside of Region 15 may also attend the workshop for $50. The $100        

registration fee for members outside of Region 15 has been waived for this workshop. More         

information can be found at http://www.tfla.info/planned-events.html. We look forward to connecting 

with Region 15! 

Summer Institute 2017 
Join TFLA in Corpus Christi for the Summer Institute! The conference will be held at Del Mar  

College from July18-20. We look forward to seeing everyone there. Registration can be found at: 

https://www.expotexllc.com/conferences/tfla_summer_2017/ .  

http://www.tfla.info/planned-events.html
https://www.expotexllc.com/conferences/tfla_summer_2017/

